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The Guelph Community 
Foundation is a public foundation 
and a registered charity.

Charitable Registration number: 
867278350 RR0001

You can access audited financial 
statements at guelphcf.ca and 
view our profile on the Canada 
Revenue Agency website under 
charities and giving at canada.ca.

We are proud members of the 
Community Foundations of 
Canada.

We humbly acknowledge 
that the Guelph 
Community Foundation is 
situated  on the ancestral 
and treaty lands of the 
Mississaugas of the 
Credit First Nation of the 
Anishnawbek Peoples.

Staff� 4
Board Members� 4
A Message from our Board Chair and Executive Director� 5
What is the Foundation and What Do We Do?� 6
Four Options to Give� 7
Ways to Donate� 11
How Does The Guelph Community Foundation Grant?� 12
Grants for Impact� 13
Grant Impact Stories� 14
Fundholder Spotlights� 16
2025 Financial Summary� 18
Annual Report for the Year � 19
Donation Summary� 20
In Memoriam� 21
Our Donors� 22
Our Funds� 24
Thank You To Our Volunteers� 26

Table of Contents

2

The Production of this report was 
generously sponsored by BDO.

Cover photo: Nour Abiad/Pexels
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Funders Form (collaboration of local funders) hosting the 
Funding Abundance Symposium.

Photo courtesy of Guelph Film Festival, a Musagetes Fund  
2025 recipient.

GCF Volunteers at the Summer Volunteer Appreciation Social 
at Cox Creek.

Home for Good accepting Hammond Power Solutions’ 
donation for Welcome to Waterloo.
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Some 2025 Highlights
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Board Members
Carly O’Brien
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Director
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Grants &  
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Office Assistant

Richard Ndebele
Finance &  
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Manager (Retired)

Sarah Haanstra
Executive Director

Special Thanks to 
our 2025 summer 

staff, Event Assistant 
Mryam AlSaad and 
Marketing Assistant 
Yajaira De La Cruz.

We are a certified Living Wage Employer.



5

The Guelph Community Foundation has had another great year 
and we are keen to share this report that presents some of the 
highlights. 
Our name, The Guelph Community Foundation, says it all. First and foremost, 
we are about community, a term that means different things to different 
people. To us, community is about people, places and spaces, connecting and 
caring, commonality and diversity, and a shared belief that together we can 
make our community better. 

We are a public foundation that connects people who live in Guelph and the 
surrounding areas, with causes they care about. 

Our grants respond to the needs of our community, and build stronger, 
healthier and more resilient communities across Guelph, Wellington and 
beyond. As a grantmaker, we serve as a bridge between donors and the 
charitable sector, ensuring gifts reach the charitable causes and projects where 
they will do the most good. When you give through the Guelph Community 
Foundation, you create an enduring legacy and impact that lasts. Our staff and 
volunteers are approachable professionals who bring in-depth local knowledge 
and the expertise to match donor gifts with pressing local needs. We know 
that philanthropy is not “one size fits all.” The Guelph Community Foundation 
provides a flexible giving model where individuals, families, organizations and 
corporations can choose how, when, and what they give.

When you donate to or through the Guelph Community Foundation, or you 
become a fundholder, leave a planned gift, or volunteer with us, you become a 
part of something. Something that is bigger than any one of us, something that 
makes our community stronger (we distributed close to $1.4 million to charities 
in 2025 alone!). To all of those who have been a part of our journey so far, we 
thank you for your generosity and commitment to community. For those who 
are curious about us, we welcome you to reach out to learn more.

With gratitude, 

Sarah Haanstra and Carly O’Brien, on behalf of the Guelph Community 
Foundation Board of Directors and staff team.

A Message from our Board 
Chair and Executive Director

5
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What is the Foundation 
and What Do We Do?
The Guelph Community Foundation (GCF) is a registered 
charity that raises money, invests money and distributes 
grants that make our community better for everyone. 
There are multiple ways you can give and there are multiple ways a 
charity might receive a grant from GCF, detailed on page 12 of this 
report.

The community foundation movement was built to give donors a legacy 
giving option that allows you to give today and continue to give in the 
future, and for your donation to positively impact our community, in 
perpetuity (forever!). 

So what does this look like? 

	• An individual, family, organization or corporation sets up an endowed 
fund at the Guelph Community Foundation. 

	• All donations to that fund are pooled with all our endowed funds and 
invested in the financial markets. 

	• Each year, we grant to charities from the earnings of those 
investments.

	• Year over year, grants go to charities, while the original donation 
remains untouched.

	• Over time, the fund will grant as much as was first donated, with 
that original donation still invested, continuing to earn income, and 
continuing to support charities for years after the fund was set up.

Endowed funds are not your only option for giving. Donors may also 
choose to set up a flow-through fund, give to an existing fund, donate 
directly to GCF, or join one of our giving groups.

GCF is run by a small team dedicated to big impact. Administration 
fees and donations to operations allow us to continue to serve our 
community.

GCF Values

 
Community Driven: 
We serve and represent the 
needs of our community.

Respect: 
We treat everyone with kindness.

Integrity: 
We build trust through honesty.

Impact Focused: 
We invest resources where 
they create meaningful, lasting 
change.
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Four Options to Give

1. Open a fund 
Create a charitable fund in your name 
or your family’s name. We’ll help you 
support the causes you care about now 
and in the future.

3. Donate directly to GCF
Donations to the Community Grants 
Program increase the amount we are 
able to distribute  through our Community 
grants application process.

Donations to GCF Operations helps cover 
the costs of running our organization.

2. Give to an existing fund 
Explore over 150 funds and find a fund 
that matches your values and the causes 
you care about.

4. Join a giving group 
Support a cause that matters to you by 
joining a giving group, including Home 
for Good, The Guelph Giving Pledge and 
The Oak Tree Project.

In general, there are four ways to give to or through the 
Guelph Community Foundation. 

Photo: Simi Iluyomade/Unsplash     7
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Identify:  

Who is giving? You, your family, a corporation 
or business, a registered charity or a community 
organization?

What are your philanthropic giving goals and your 
financial objectives?

Decide:

When will you give? You can open a fund and give an 
initial gift today or you can open a fund and leave a 
bequest in your will, or both.

How will you give?  We accept many kinds of  gifts 
including cash, securities, bequests, life insurance,  
RRSPs/RRIFs, and other assets. 

1. Open a Fund:  
How to set up your own fund

The Guelph Community 
Foundation (GCF) makes it 
easy for you to start a fund 
and build your legacy through 
philanthropic giving. Want to 
start your own fund? 
Your journey will look 
something like this:

Photo: Rukhsar Jaffer
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Match:

What fund option and ways to give best match when and how you want to give?

1.	 Fund Options: GCF offers two main fund options: 

	• Permanently Endowed: This is the giving option that creates impact in perpetuity (forever). Your gift will 
be pooled with other funds and invested. The capital (or the money you donate) is invested, rather than 
spent, providing a sustainable source of income. Each year, a portion of your fund’s earnings (we call this 
the “spendable balance”) will be granted to a charity(ies) or cause(s) that you care about.  

	• Flow-through: This is a giving option for donors who want to grant their entire gift (or donation) over a 
set period of time (usually within  24 months of making the donation) but not all at once. 

The spendable balance is the 
amount available to grant 

from each fund, every year.

2.	 Ways to Give: Donors choose one of four main 
ways to give depending on the degree to which 
you want to have a say in how your fund’s 
spendable balance is granted. Our fund options 
include:

	• Unrestricted Fund: You can direct your 
spendable balance to one of two types of 
unrestricted funds. See page 10 for more 
information.

	• Donor Advised Fund (DAF): Each year you decide where the spendable amount from your fund will 
go. If you no longer wish to or are unable to decide, we will continue to grant to organizations that 
are consistent with your past giving decisions or distribute your fund’s grants through our community 
grants process.

	• Designated Fund: You select a specific charity or charities that you want to support. Each year, the 
spendable amount from your fund will be sent to the charity(ies) you chose. 

	• Scholarship or Bursary: Each year, your fund’s spendable amount will provide financial support for 
people who face barriers to accessing education. As the fundholder, you choose what the scholarship  
or bursary will support. 

 
Name: Name your fund!

Sign: Review and sign the fund agreement.

Give: If you wish to give immediately or through a bequest, please contact us to process this or to provide 
guidance on language to make your future giving wishes clear.    
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2. Give to an existing Fund 
Choose from more than 150 endowed or flow-
through funds.

3. Donate directly to GCF

4. Join one of our Giving Groups

This option allows you to support Guelph 
Community Foundation and help address local 
pressing needs. 

a) Donate to the Community Fund

•  Donations are combined and invested.  

•  Income from investments is granted to support 
local registered charities.

•  Local charities apply.

•  Volunteer Grants Committee works with GCF 
staff to review the charities’ applications and 
collectively recommend how the funds are to be 
distributed to address the greatest local needs.

•  When you donate to the Community Fund it 
allows us to respond to a wider range of grant 
requests from charities across Guelph and 
Wellington County. 

b) Donate to GCF’s Operations to help cover  
  the cost of our work

Guelph Giving Pledge 
Pledge to donate 1/10th of 1% of your net wealth on 
an annual basis to reduce the impact of poverty.
guelphgivingpledge.ca

The Oak Tree Project 
Donate to maximize the Oak Tree Project’s impact. 
Celebrate the great work of local charities at the Oak 
Tree Grand Finale.
oaktreeguelph.ca

The Home for Good Campaign 
Donate to build homes for people experiencing 
chronic homelessness.
homeforgoodgw.ca
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Ways to Donate There are several donation options to 
choose from, and all donors will receive a 
charitable tax receipt.

Donate Online Bequest

Life Insurance

RRSPs or RRIFs

Donate By Cheque

Donate Stocks, Bonds, or Mutual 
Funds (Gifts of Securities)

Send an e-transfer to: donate@guelphcf.ca 
Include your full name, email, and the name 
of the fund you’re supporting.

Include us in your will. Your gift can be a 
specific dollar amount, a percentage of your 
estate, or the remaining amount after your 
loved ones have been provided for.  This is a 
powerful way to create a lasting legacy and 
support the causes that matter to you: today 
and in the future.

Transfer ownership of a policy or name 
GCF as a beneficiary for your Life Insurance. 
This way you can leave a future gift without 
taking anything away from your loved ones. 
Donation receipts will be issued for the 
policy’s cash value and any future premiums.

Choose us as a RRSP or RRIF beneficiary and 
leave a meaningful legacy while lowering 
estate taxes and probate fees.

Mail us a cheque to P.O. Box 1311, Guelph, 
Ontario, N1H 6N6. Print off and complete the 
donor information form from our website 
found at guelph.ca/donate and include it with 
the mailed cheque.

This unique and valuable type of donation 
comes with two major benefits: a full value 
tax receipt and no capital gains tax on the 
appreciated amount. Donors will receive a tax 
receipt for the market value of the securities 
on the date of transfer. Reach out to us 
directly for next steps and to review your 
options.

Visit guelphcf.ca/donate to donate through 
our CanadaHelps page for single or recurring 
donations. 

Ways To Give NOW Ways To Give LATER

11
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How Does The Guelph Community 
Foundation Grant?

Unrestricted Funds & 
Community Grants
GCF’s unrestricted funds and Community Grants 
provide funding to address pressing local needs in 
Guelph and Wellington County by supporting a wide 
range of charitable programs, operational needs and 
capital projects. All grant applications are evaluated 
by a volunteer Grant Committee and must align with 
Toward Common Ground well-being concepts and 
connect to a United Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal(s). These grants create meaningful, timely 
impact while strengthening the overall well-being of 
the community. 

Donor Advised Funds
A donor advised fund is a flexible, personalized 
way to support the causes that matter most to the 
fundholders. Each year fundholders recommend 
the charities or issues they want to support, and 
GCF manages the distributions, issuing grants in the 
fund’s name, and providing one tax receipt for the 
donations made to that fund in the calendar year. 
Families can use their fund to build a long‑term 
charitable legacy and involve younger generations 
in thoughtful giving, or corporations can use their 
fund to support strategic community initiatives and 
engage employees in philanthropy. 

Field of Interest Fund
This broader approach allows fundholders to direct 
their gifts to an area of need (for example: health, 
social services, arts & culture, the environment, etc.) 
rather than specific charities. GCF then ensures that 
the grants are directed to the local charities that best 
match the areas of interest.  

Designated Funds
A designated fund is a charitable endowment that 
allows a donor to support one or more specific 
organizations in a lasting, meaningful way. By 
naming the charity or charities that matter most to 
them, donors offer organizations ongoing financial 
support through annual grants. GCF manages the 
invested funds and distributes the earnings each 
year, creating a steady, reliable source of funding.  
This type of fund is often used to sustain the 
charities’ programming or operations, offering a 
personal way to give back while helping charities 
plan for the future.

Example: Scholarships
A scholarship fund can be established to support 
continuing education or training of students who 
may have financial or life barriers. The donor 
names the fund, sets the scholarship amount, and 
selects the secondary school(s) whose students 
they wish to support. 
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Grants for Impact

$769,630
Directed Flow-through 
grants
56%

$1,368,787
Granted for Impact in 2025

$145,888
Community grants
11%

$20,950
Scholarships & bursaries
2%

$ 79,000
Musagetes arts grants
6%

$353,319
Designated & donor-
advised grants
26%

In 2025, we granted nearly $1.4 million 
through 331 grants to 222 charities.

56% Directed Flow-through 
Grants

26%

2%

Designated & Donor 
Advised Grants

Scholarships & 
Bursaries

11%

6%

Community Grants

Musagetes Arts Grants
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Grant Impact Stories
Strengthening Relationships and 
Connections

In the Fall of 2025, two Donor Advised Funds 
(DAFs) gave grants to increase access to the Tall 
Tree Indigenous Peace Building Circles, a dispute 
resolution program for families involved with the 
local Children’s Aid Society (Family & Children’s 
Service of Guelph and Wellington). Both of these 
Guelph Community Foundation DAFs were created 
with the purpose to support the First Nations, Métis, 
Mixed Ancestry and Inuit (FNMI) communities in 
Guelph. One fund was a Donor Advised Endowed 
Fund, meaning that the fund capital is invested in 
the financial markets, in perpetuity (forever) and a 
portion of the fund’s earnings are granted each year. 
The other was a DAF Flow-Through Fund which 
means that the fund advisor can grant a portion of 
or the entire fund balance at any time.

With much thoughtfulness and with the goal 
to grant in alignment with the funds’ purpose 
statement, the fundholder decided to provide two 
grants to Family & Children’s Service of Guelph and 
Wellington (F&CS) so more families could take part 
in Tall Tree Indigenous Peace Building Circles.

National and local data indicate that Indigenous 
children, youth and families are disproportionately 
involved with children’s welfare organizations. 
This funding means that more First Nations, Métis 
and Inuit children, youth and families living in 
Guelph and Wellington will benefit from culturally 
appropriate dispute resolution services, focused on 
resolving conflict and building relationships between 
Indigenous families and the local Children’s Aid 
Society (F&CS).

To date, these grants supported:

	· 1 Guelph Wellington Indigenous Community 
Feast, attended by approximately 65 people

	· 15 Peace Building Circles, benefiting 8 to 10 
families per circle.

The Feast helped to restore old relationships and 
foster new ones. As a result of the Feast and Peace 
Building Circles, more FNMI homes are being 
identified in the Guelph/Wellington area. This greatly 
increases the likelihood that FNMI children, in the 
care of Family & Children’s Services of Guelph and 
Wellington County, can continue to live in their home 
area, helping to keep relationships together.
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Musagetes Fund
10C’s Summer Solstice Shindig
VITAL SIGN: LEISURE AND CULTURE

GCF and CFGW Partner for Accessible 
Camp Funding
VITAL SIGN: LEISURE AND CULTURE

GCF’s Musagetes Fund supported 10C’s Summer 
Solstice Shindig at the Guelph Farmers’ Market, 
one of several community arts‑focused initiatives 
to receive a grant this year. The event brought 
the community together to celebrate local arts, 
culture, food, and music, with funding ensuring fair 
payment for artists, accessible sliding‑scale tickets, 
and essential planning and outreach. More than 250 
guests attended, alongside over 30 musicians and 
artists, 15 community vendors, and eight local food 
businesses. Participants shared that the Shindig 
helped them grow their work and connect with the 
community. The summer event was such a success 
that 10C plans to host it again in 2026!

In 2025 GCF changed the way that its Kids to Camp 
funding was processed by transferring available 
funding to Children’s Foundation Guelph and 
Wellington County (CFGW) to distribute as a part 
of its Free to Grow program. CFGW’s program is 
focused on reducing Adverse Childhood Experiences 
by distributing directly to families living with low 
income to be able to attend camp. GCF directed 
the grants from three endowed funds to CFGW 
and was able to support 100 children in 2025. This 
streamlined process removes administrative burden 
for applying charities, increases efficiency for camps, 
and expands choice for families across Guelph and 
Wellington County.

Photo courtesy of Camp Quality Canada.Photo courtesy of 10C and Guelph Farmers’ Market, a 
Community Grants 2025 recipient.



Fundholder Spotlights

The Peter Szkotnicki Legacy Fund was established in 
2011 by Jean and William (Bill) Szkotnicki in memory 
of their son Peter—a bright and engaging young man 
who tragically took his own life at the age 23, after 
struggling with mental illness.  In the months following 
this devastating loss, Jean and Bill channelled their 
grief into purpose by establishing The Peter Szkotnicki 
Legacy Fund to honour their son and support 
mental health programs in our community. This is a 
permanently endowed fund, meaning the fund’s capital 
is invested in the financial markets and every year (in 
perpetuity) a grant is made from the fund’s earnings to 
support local charities.

Jean and Bill created their fund to transform personal 
loss into collective care, helping young people 
struggling with mental illness, just as their son did. Bill 
passed away in 2019, and Jean passed away in 2023. 
They were both deeply rooted in Guelph as parents, 
neighbours, colleagues and leaders. They are fondly 
remembered for their enduring devotion to their family 
and friends, as well as their philanthropic generosity. 
Though their lives were cut short far too soon, the 
legacy of Peter, Jean, and Bill lives on through this fund 
and the young people it continues to support.

Photo of Peter courtesy of the family.

The Smith Heritage Education Fund is a newly created 
fund which celebrates generations of the Smith family, 
extended family, and friends who have made a positive 
difference through their lifetime achievements in their 
respective fields. This endowed fund was founded 
by Brian Smith, who as a retired principal has been 
a lifelong champion for education and the students 
of Guelph and beyond. The ambitious mission of the 
fund is to leverage the power of extraordinary people 
in fields that will improve the world, with priority 
given to advancing medical science and healthcare, 
food sustainability, agriculture, preserving the natural 
environment, and educating children and youth. 
Support preference will be given to candidates who 
have demonstrated admirable character, potential to 
achieve, and an interest in giving to others. Through 
this fund a proud legacy is honoured through lasting 
impact for a better future.

The Peter Szkotnicki Legacy FundSmith Heritage Fund

“We can help grow a more resilient community, a 
healthier country, and a better world through our 
investment in the education of amazing young 
people who aspire to help others. Donations to this 
permanently endowed fund mean your gift will 
generate proceeds that will impact the community 
today, tomorrow, and forever.” 

—Brian Smith

16
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A message from the Guelph  
Community Foundation:
It is with deep gratitude that we share these fundholder, grant 
impact and in memoriam spotlights. Each story is an inspiring 
example of what it means to care about and give back to the 
Guelph and Wellington County community. We thank all of 
our donors for their incredible generosity, and we thank the 
Szkotnicki and MacKinnon extended families for being willing 
to share these moving stories about their loved ones.

To help support these funds, you can donate to these funds 
directly by selected them in the drop-down list found at  
guelphcf.ca/donate.

Photo: Elaine Rystead/Unsplash     17
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We are so grateful for our generous donors. In 2025, 
we granted $1,368,787 through 331 grants to 222 
charities. 

2025 marked continued growth at GCF, with 
new team members and the transition to a new 
Investment Manager*. At the same time, our 
Investment Committee continued to guide our 
team and portfolio management, with their forward-
thinking, thoughtful stewardship, and strategic 
oversight. 

*Every five years GCF is required to put out a call for proposals for investment 
managers, as part of our due diligence. Leith Wheeler Investment Counsel Ltd was 
the successful proponent. We thank Ed Clayson and his team at Clayson Wealth 
Management, RBC DS, for their investment services in the years prior and their 
commitment to a smooth portfolio transition.

2025 Financial Summary
Our annualized rate of return for 2025 was 7.7%. 
This was above the target we set and helped put our 
balance sheet in a strong position, going into 2026. 

We thank the team at Leith Wheeler for their 
prudent stewardship of our investment portfolio, 
helping to sustain our community impact.

We also thank Ed Clayson at Clayson Wealth 
Management, RBC DS, for their investment services 
over the last several years. 

$18.1 million
Total endowed assets
Including non-endowed 
funds, GCF has $19.2 
million in Assets under 
Management.

222 charities
Total number of 
charities that received 
a GCF grant
331 grants went to 222 
charities.

$1.37 million
Total granted
This is an increase of 
$150,000 from $1.2 million 
granted in 2024.

Just under  
$ 2 million
Donations in 2025
This includes donations 
to endowment funds, 
flow-through donations, 
donations to operations, 
and realized planned gifts.
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Annual Report for the Year Ending 
December 31, 2025
Statement of Operations
The summarized information below represents the highlights of our fiscal year and was taken from our financial 
statements as audited by Graham Mathew Chartered Professional Accountants.

Donations

Grants paid out

Revenue

Expenditures

Revenue Total

Investment income

Operating expenses

Other (e.g. fundraising, sponsorship, grants)

Variance (difference between 
revenue and expenditures)*

*The variance is larger in 2025 due to the portfolio transition to Leith Wheeler.

For more detailed information, you can find a copy of our audited financial statements on our website www.guelphcf.ca. 

Unrealized (depreciation)/
appreciation of investment

2023

$2,367,098

$2,483,039

$759,165

$529,121

$587,654

$701,757

$3,713,917

$751,687

20242025

$1,967,930

$1,368,787

$2,092,234

$467,014

$9,712

$2,234,075

$1,688,113

$1,189,077

$874,118

$598,947

$5,388

$779,595

$4,069,876

-$731,694

$2,567,619

$1,640,433

19



Philanthropy is not “one size fits all.” The Guelph Community 
Foundation provides a flexible giving model where individuals, 
families, and corporations can choose how, when, what, and 
where they give.

In 2025, Donors chose to make a difference in our 
community by giving in the following ways. In total, 
GCF received $1,967,930 in donations. Donations were 
received proportionally, as follows:

Donation Summary

*Planned gifts are donations that a donor plans to give at a later 
date. The most common planned gift is a donation that is given 
after a donor passes away. Donors plan ahead and include 
instructions about their donation in their will and through a 
signed fund agreement with GCF.

Endowed (24%)Realized Planned 
Gifts* (33%)

Flow-through (43%)
Operating 

(.3%)

The Guelph 
Community 
Foundation has 
over 150 funds

40+  
Corporate or 
Charity Funds

60  
Donor Advised or 
Designated Funds

23  
Field of Interest or 
Unrestricted funds

40+  
Flow-through 
Funds

20
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In Memoriam

Evan MacKinnon

The Guelph Giving Pledge (GGP) is a 
local movement that started back in 
2019 with a simple idea—if 1/10 of 1% of 
Guelphites commit to donate 1/10 of 1% 
of their net worth to causes that support 
people who are more vulnerable, then 
together this group could significantly 
improve people’s lives and futures. 
Evan MacKinnon was one of the GGP’s 
first donors and members, soon after 
becoming part of GGP’s Board.

Evan’s philanthropic values, corporate 
expertise and incredible passion were 
integral to the GGP’s early success. 
In addition, Evan’s insight into how 
to start an organization from scratch, 
combined with his genuine curiosity and 
engagement informed the launch and 
expansion of GGP.

Other GGP members remember Evan 
as a modest human being and a “serial 
philanthropist”. Evan very quietly 
supported his community with his 
actions, ideas and money. He never shied 
away from helping others. 

He introduced members and donors to 
the GGP, The Guelph General Hospital 
and his faith community. He spoke with 
intelligence, passion and a calm but 
intentional nature. Even while battling 
cancer, Evan continued to support the 
GGP with his expertise and his donations.

Evan’s support of the GGP is missed in 
many ways, but his voice continues to 
guide the board and his vision for helping 
to make Guelph a better place continues 
to inspire all those who crossed his path.

Rukhsar Jaffer     21

Photo of Evan courtesy of the family.



Our Donors Many thanks to our individual and 
corporate donors

Angerilli, Kellie
Aramini, Lorena
Araujo-De Melo, Connie
Armellini, Miruna
Armstrong, Jane
Arora, Indu
Atlin, Daniel
Barker, Ian
Barnhart, Ryan
Bazinet, Cathy
Belluz, Amanda
Berno, Bob
Blackmore, Teresa
Blackwell, Nils
Blau, Andy
Boyd, Ken
Brar, Sony
Breadner, Michael
Bream, Linda
Breese, Brian
Bridge, Sheila
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Brown, Susan
Bryson, James
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Burrows, Beth
Butts, Lowell
Calvert, David
Cantalini-Williams, 
Maria
Capovilla, Brian

Carsience, Monica
Cassolato, Laura
Cheaney-Hogan, Lisa
Chen, Shawn
Chester, Tara
Cianchetti, Sara
Cluskey-Belanger, 
Lee-Jay
Coates, Hilary
Corstorphine, Erin
Cox, Kim
Cremasco, Susan & 
Richard
Cummings, Sandra
Curtis, Pauline & Bob
Dal Bello, Brad
Dal Bo, Sebastian
Dalton, Murna
Daly, Kerry
Damaren, Krista
Darlington, Gerarda
Daw, Kim
Dawson, Marylin
Delisle, Robert
Della Croce, Cindy
Della Croce, Robert
DiLoreto, Justin
Dilworth, Carol
Dixon, Stephanie N.
Doucette, Cathy
Douglas, Carol Ann
Dunsmore, Andrew
Dunstan, Chris
Dunstan, Rebecca
Dupuis, Vikki

Durbin, David
Durbin, Rikki
Dutrizac, Gwen
Edwards, Debra
Elinesky, Jay
Elliott, Bob
Ernst, Jason
Fanning, Enid
Farquhar, Melissa & 
Gemmill, Mark
Farrell, Betty
Ferguson, Heather
Finn, Heather
Finoro, Andrew
Fischer, Karen
Forsythe, Jeanne
Fraser, Stacey
Freigang, Rosemarie
Gale, Katrina
Galvin, Sean
Galway, Shannon
Gammie, Sarah
Garriock, Roger & Faith
Gaspic, Adriana
Gazzola, Marino
Gerrie, Stein
Giddy, Kathrine
Gillespie, Mary Ellen
Gillis, Dan
Gillis, Marlene
Glaab, Peter
Glazier, Mike
Goddard, Catherine
Gondosch, Michael & 
Maria

Goodwin, Todd
Gooyers, Jaime Lynn
Gorch, Ava
Graham, Terry & Pam
Gray, Margaret Anna
Greenaway, Bill K
Greenaway, Dr. Kathryn
Griffiths, Rosalee
Grosicki, Katy & Patricia
Gulyas, Stephen
Haanstra, Greta
Hackenbrook, Tonya
Halford, Brian
Hall, Alex
Halvorson, Kelsey
Harrison, Lynn
Hasson, Michele
Haupt, Jason
Healey, Pamela
Hicken, Ed
Hinton, Nicole
Hogan, Janette
Holbein, Jenny
Hood, Lisa
Huckle, Sharon
Ilichna, Morasky
Jamieson, Mhairi
Johnson, Andrew & 
Janet
Jones, Andria
Kaiser, Peter & 
Katharina
Kaufman, Janet
Kehn, Tom & Pat 
Kennedy, Dan
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Kielar, Henry & Nancy
King, Heather
Klein, Trevor
Koenig, Bruce & Carol
Kurtz, Kelly
LeBlanc, Lucas
Leite, Victoria
Little, Meagan
Loguester, Kim
Lord, William & 
Catharine
Lovsin, Sarah
Ludwig, Sally A.
MacKinnon, Evan
Maharaj, Sue-Ann
Mallory, Nancy
Malone, Colin
Malone, Corey
Manarang, Grace
Marks, Valerie
Martin, Krystal
Martin-Brown, Renée
Mawhinney, Jeffrey
McBey, Betty-Anne
McCann, Hilary
McCarthy, Shane
McCormick, Dr. Sandra
McCuen, Mary Beth
McCurdy, Pam
McIver, Chad & Molly
McIver, Geri
McIver, Ian
McLennan, Tracy
McMillan, Bryan
McMillan, Michelle
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2SG (Sustainable 
Solutions Group)
7088728 Canada 
Corporation
Adknown Inc.

McRoberts, Scott
McVean, Joan
Meinzer, Gerry
Melichercik, Bonnie
Mesenbrink, Ralf
Mirotta, Lisa
Moco, John
Montgomery, Gail
Morgante, Liz
Morris, John
Nagy, Michelle
Nardi, Laura
Noble, Debbie
Ollerhead, Maureen & 
Robin
Palmer, Stefanie
Pandolfi, Cesare
Peterson, Lois
Phillips, Krista
Pickering, Wendy
Plat, Nicole
Plester-Silk RSW, Sylvia
Pollard, Lorraine
Puk, Agata
Racine, Karen
Radecki, Barbara
Ragula, Walter
Remington, P. Kevin
Renner, Crista
Richardson, Rob
Riley, Stephanie
Ritchie, John and 
Jo-Anne
Ronfeld, Katelyn
Rosen, Jennifer & Jamey
Rotondi, Joe
Rowsell, Betty
Rusiniak, Kasia
Sabara, Holly

Sales, Karyn
Samson, Johanna
Santos, Maggie
Saturno, Alessa
Schnarr, Zara
Schreiner, Mike
Schuett, Tom
Seftel, Kate
Selcage, Don
Shannon, Lynda
Shoveller, Anna
Silveri, Luisa
Sinasac, John
Singh, Dr. Ranjit
Smith, Brian
Smith, Kelly
Smylie, Diane
Snow, Mary Elizabeth
Spike, Shannon
Stafford, Andrea
Stanlick, Janine
Stephens, Robert
St-Pierre, Amelie
Strachan, Sherri
Stultz, Raymond
Tassone, Corey
Taylor, Doug
Terrenzio, Amy
Tersigni, Joe
The Estate of Jean 
Szkotnicki 
Estate of John (Jack) 
Albert Ernest Lillie
The Estate of Linda 
Florence Batten 
Thomason, Jennifer
Thorne, Marie
Tinney, Mariel
Tjok-A-Tam, Cheryl

Tonin, Nadia
Tracey, Tyler
Trerise, Sue
Uliana, Dawn P.
Valente, Beth Ann
Valeriote, Alex
Valeriote, Frank
Valeriote, John
Valeriote, Marti
Van Bergen, Julie
Van Holst, Amy
VanEngen, Marty & Geri
Verdone, Jennifer
Vogan, Kristina
Wagenaar, Alexandra
Wagner, Chelsea
Wagner, Liz
Waterman, Robert & 
Bannon, Celeste
Welsh-Devlin, Andrea
White, Lynda & White, 
George
Willemsma, Fred & 
Georgine
Williams, Chuck
Wilson, Lola
Wismer, Sally
Wright, Cathy
Yeung, Alan
Young, Theresa
Zinger, Dennis
Zions, Larry
Additional Anonymous 
Donations
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AGF Investments Inc.
Ajardun & Associates 
Inc.
Alectra Utilities
Algonquin Capital
Anything Stainless
Barrel Works Guelph 
Ltd.
Born Epp Community 
Ltd
Bridgehouse Asset 
Managers
Canada Life
Canadian Mental Health 
Association Waterloo 
Wellington
Canoe Financial
Centennial Principals 
Account
Charitable Gift Funds 
Canada Foundation
CI Global Asset 
Management
CI Investments Inc.
Complementary Real 
Estate Services
Complete Tax & 
Business Services
Cortland Credit
Costco
Desjardins Financial 
Security
Dr. Kyrie Little 
Medicine Professional 
Corporation
Fathers Remembered 
by Daughters Fund
Fidelity Investments 
Canada ULC
Franklin Templeton 
Investments
Gore Mutual Insurance 
Company

Guelph Glass Ltd.
Guelph Police Service
Hammond Power 
Solutions Inc.
Heartwood Farms and 
Cidery
Holy Rosary Parish
Immigrant Services 
Guelph Wellington
Insight Psychology
JPS Property 
Management & 
Consulting
Leaks Contracting Ltd.
Manulife Investments
Orchard Design Studio 
Inc.
Polar Asset 
Management Partners
Rankar & Rikago
RLB LLP
Sleeman Brewing and 
Malting Co. Ltd.
St. James Catholic High 
School
St. Jerome’s University
Stephanie Cherry 
Physiotherapy
SV Law LLP
Toyota Motor Mfg 
Canada Inc.
Trez Capital Fund 
Management
Vantage Asset 
Management Inc.
Watson Associates 
Economists Ltd. 
Mississauga ON
Wawanesa
Wellington Catholic 
District School Board
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Our Funds
Charitable Endowment 
Open for contribution
 
Bruce Trail Conservancy Fund
Children’s Foundation of Guelph & 
Wellington Fund
Compass Community Services Resilient 
Fund
Elliott Endowment Fund
Grand River Conservation Fund
Guelph Arts Council Jane Graham 
Memorial Fund
Guelph Arts Council Legacy Fund
Guelph Arts Council Youth Endowment 
Fund
Guelph Community Health Centre 
Endowment Fund
Guelph Museums Fund
Guelph Public Library Fund
Guelph Wellington Women in Crisis Fund
Hillside Festival Endowment Fund
Hopewell Children’s Homes Fund
Hospice Wellington Fund
June McCann Fund
KidsAbility Fund
River Run Centre Endowment Fund for 
the Performing Arts
Royal City Science Centre Charitable 
Endowment Fund
Shelldale Family Gateway Endowment 
Fund
The Grove Hubs Endowed Fund
The Suzuki String School of Guelph Fund
Unitarian Congregation of Guelph Future 
Fund 
United Way Guelph Wellington Dufferin 
Tomorrow Fund
YMCA of Three Rivers (Midwestern 
Ontario) Fund

Endowed
 
175th Anniversary Scholarship Fund
Action Read Community Literacy Centre 
of Guelph Fund
Ages Foundation Fund
Andrew Bloomfield Legacy Fund Bridges 
Over Barriers Endowed OBC
Andy Lindsay Memorial Scholarship Fund
Angelo and Rina Longo Fund
Anna and Vivian Fund for Healthy Kids 
and Families, O’Brien Trochta
Anne and John Lawrence Memorial Fund
Anne Hohenadel Fund
BDO Community Support Fund
Bill & Leslie Mactaggart Family Legacy 
Fund
Bonnie Ewen Fund
Bruce Graham Memorial Fund
Camp Discover Fund
Clare & Shirley Rennie Family Fund for 
Literacy
Class of ‘71 Award in Memory of Kathryn 
Winegard
Community of Hearts Scholarship Fund
Cremasco Fund
Daniel & Marcella Furlong Family 
Foundation
Dianne Dance & Family Fund
Dr. Charles Pinch Fund
Dr. Glenn D. Peirson Fund for the Arts
Dr. Griffith A.V. Morgan Fund
Dr. Harry Downie Memorial Fund
Eric Goegan Scholarship Fund
For the Love of Guelph Hiking Fund
Frances Mackenzie Martin Estate Fund
FS Build Fund
GCF Children & Youth Fund
GCF Community Fund
GCF Environmental Legacy Fund
GCF Sustainable Operating Fund

NEW! Gerry and Suzanne Meinzer Fund
Girls in Sports Fund
Gladstone and Evelyn Mowatt Memorial 
Fund
Gordon Macleod Memorial Scholarship 
Fund
Guelph Chamber of Commerce 
Millennium Scholarship Fund
NEW! Haanstra Family Fund
Harrison Legacy Fund
Hood Family Fund
Hugh and Lorna Guthrie Fund
Iolanda Maugeri Hall Business Scholarship 
Fund
Jack and Nancy Sinclair Fund
Jamie Vickery Memorial Fund
John A. Hourigan Memorial Fund
Kachina Fund
Kaiser Family Fund
Kathie Deters Young Performers Fund
Ken and Eileen Hammill Fund
Ken Danby Legacy Fund
Kiera Schneider Memorial Fund
Kimberly Thompson Memorial Fund
Koornstra Family Foundation Fund
Kurt Fellinghauer Fund
Lassen Johnson Family Fund
Lcol Rod Keller Memorial Scholarship 
Fund
Mabel Anne Brouwer Scholarship Fund
Mactaggart Hryn Family Endowment Fund
Make Your Mark Foundation in Memory of 
Kayla Chadwick 
Mary Phelan Fund
Masquerade Fund
McKeough Taylor Fund
Meridian Credit Union Fund
Mildred Christie Fund
Miller Thomson Community Fund
Moffat-Forsyth Family Fund
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William K. Greenaway & Anne C. Bawden 
Fund
Wismer Fund for the Arts
Wynne Townsend Christie Fund

Funds for Charitable 
Distribution 

Corinne Beingessner Fund
Mactaggart Hryn Family Fund
Wood Roberts Family Fund 

Funds Held for Others
 
Upper Grand Learning Foundation Fund

Non-Endowed
 
10C Change Fund
10C Harvest Impact Fund
AlectraCARES Community Support 
Program
Arend Nieuwland, Remorse Sculpture 
Fund
Ashkar Family Flow Through
Augeo Fund
Bill Mactaggart Scholarship for OVC
Bishop’s Education Fund (Wellington 
Catholic District School Board)
Boarding House Arts Fund
Bridges Over Barriers Andrew Bloomfield 
Flowthrough Legacy Fund
Charity Enterprise Fund
Community Services Recovery Fund
Cox Construction 75th Anniversary Fund
Cutten Club Fund
Cynthia Macleod Flow Through Fund
Douglas Brown Memorial Fund
Eric Goegan Scholarship Fund- FT
Estate of Janet Mary Pearson

Fathers Remembered by Daughters Fund
First Nations, Métis, Mixed Ancestry and 
Inuit Circle Fund
Graham and Judy Knowles Charitable 
Fund
Grand River Conservation Foundation 
Fund
Guelph Community Response Fund
Guelph Giving Pledge 
Haggis Flow Through Fund
Indigenous Community Development 
Fund
Italian Canadian Club Fund
June McCann Fund- FT
Kev Rem Flow Through Fund
Kimberley Walker Fund
Lassen Johnson Family FT Fund
Mactaggart Hryn Family Fund- FT
Mary Nyegony Deng Legacy Fund
Nicholas Lambden Memorial Children’s 
Foundation Fund
Pay It Forward Arts Fund
RBC Future Launch
NEW! Rosen Community Flow Through 
Fund
Royal City Science Centre Flow Through 
Fund
Sleeman Better Water Fund
The Grove Hubs Flow Through Fund
The Home for Good Campaign Fund
The Nightingale Fund FT
Will Medeiros Fund

FT indicates a Flow Through Fund

Musagetes Fund
Norman Earl Webb Community Fund
Norman Earl Webb Donor Advised Fund
Norval and Mary K. Richards Fund
OMS Graduate Scholarship in Industrial 
Organizational Psychology Fund
Paul J Smith Memorial Fund
Peter and Sabine Davison Fund
Peter Szkotnicki Legacy Fund
Ray and Maureen Scapinello Family Fund
RLB LLP Community Fund
Rothwell Family Fund
Rudolph (Duke) and Elizabeth (Betty) 
Sorbara Family Welcoming Fund
Seven Generations Forward Fund
Shelldale Family Gateway Youth 
Programming Fund
Smith Heritage Education Fund
SmithValeriote Education Bursary
Squires Family Recreation and Sports 
Fund
Sylvia Plester Silk and Mark Silk Family 
Fund
Tai Yu Fund
NEW! The Batten Endowed Fund
The Co-operators Fund
The Goddard-Coates Family Fund
The Griffith and Violet Morgan Fund
The Mactaggart Team Fund
The McCormick Delisle Family Fund
The Tatham Fund
Thelma Townsend Fund
Tom and Nathan Incledon Memorial 
Award Fund
Tom Bird and Jay Elinesky Fund
Valcom Employee Guelph Health Centres 
Benefit Fund
William and Catharine Lord Endowment 
Fund
William D. Packham Fund
William Darragh Gastle Endowment Fund
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Thank You to Our Volunteers
We are grateful for the support of nearly 
40 volunteers.

We thank and gratefully acknowledge the service 
of two Directors who departed from our Board at 
the end of 2025. We thank them for their years 
of volunteering with us and all the time and 
energy they’ve given. Both Ray and Justin started 
volunteering with the Foundation in 2022 and have 
made many positive contributions to our grants 
evaluations and in supporting the board of directors.

Amy Dunlop
Andrew Johnson
Andrew Somerville
Barbara Palace
Bev Watters
Bill Greenaway
Carly O’Brien
Celeste Bannon Waterman
Chelsea Noiles 
Chris Henry
Cinthuja Leon
Crista Renner
Dan O’Donnell
Dhruv Shah
Eric Johnstone
Hilary Coates
Hilary McCann
Jaime Power

Jennifer Clipsham
Jill Madorsky
Joanne Backman
Krista Walford
Kristin Morrison
Laurie Nicol
Mark Rodenburg
Michelle Minor
Ray Stultz
Renata Rusiniak
Roger Garriock
Sandy Clipsham
Scott Connell
Stacey McDonald
Steve Conway

Special thanks to those volunteers who left 
this past year.

Beth Burrows
Catherine Goddard
Devin Waterman
Jana Abdelhamid

Justin Chan
Director

Ray Stultz
Director

Justin Chan
Nishtha Rathod
Saviola D’Mello
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GCF Volunteers at the Summer Volunteer Appreciation Social.



27

Volunteer spotlight: 
Carly O’Brien

The Guelph Community Foundation Board Chair, 
Carly O’Brien, was selected as a recipient of a 2025 
Mayor’s Award. The award recognizes individuals 
who make the City of Guelph a better place through 
volunteer service.

As a longtime volunteer, Carly has supported 
Guelph-based charities for more than 15 years. In her 
role as chair, Carly supports Foundation staff and 
maintains relationships with fundholders and donors. 
For close to a year, she met weekly with staff, 
connected with donors and fundholders, and shared 
the work of the Foundation across the community.

Through this work, Carly helped build momentum 
around connecting donors with causes they care 
about and increasing funding available to Guelph 
charities. Her selection as a 2025 Mayor’s Award 
recipient reflects the sustained impact of her 
volunteer leadership and service to the city.

Carly O’Brien and Mayor Cam Guthrie at the State of the 
City accepting the Mayor’s Award.

Photo: Cole Keister/Unsplash     27



Get involved today.

Donate
By either contributing to an existing fund or starting 
your own, you are providing valuable resources that 
will support community needs.

Volunteer
By volunteering with GCF, you can play an active role 
in serving our community. There are opportunities to 
volunteer throughout the year in administrative or 
advisory roles. By joining a committee or the Board 
of Directors, you help your community by guiding the 
Foundation toward a sustainable future.

Address:
55 Wyndham St. N, Suite 4A
Guelph, ON N1H 7T8
guelphcf.ca

Stay informed and attend events
We regularly highlight events related to community 
causes and philanthropy, as well as hosting our 
own. Follow us on social media and subscribe to our 
quarterly eNewsletter to stay informed.

Collaborate
Contact The Guelph Community Foundation and tell 
us about your area of interest or charity of choice. 
We can verify whether a charitable endowment is 
available to support it. Amplifying and supporting 
good work is what we do!

Contact:
P: (519) 821-9216
E: info@guelphcf.ca
 

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 1311, 
Guelph, ON N1H 6N6

@guelphcommunityfoundation@guelphcfStay connected with us online:
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