
  

Vital Focus Series details secondary impacts of COVID-19 

pandemic on employment in Guelph  
 

Guelph, Ont., November 26, 2020—Toward Common Ground and their collaborating 

partners have released a Vital Focus on Employment. It is the fourth in a series of 

reports providing evidence-based recommendations on how to mitigate and address the 

secondary impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

During the initial months of the pandemic, employment was impacted in a variety of 

ways, including:  

• Temporary layoffs left many workers still employed but without an income. 

• Permanent layoffs that resulted from business closures/ revenue loss left some 
workers unemployed and without an income. 

• Other workers remained employed but saw a significant reduction in the hours 

worked. 
• Many individuals started working from home/remotely, rather than from their usual 

place of work. 
• Students and youth entering the workforce had greater difficulty finding 

employment. 

Evidence suggests that the secondary effects of the pandemic on employment are 

disproportionately felt by women, low-wage employees, youth, and recent immigrants. 

The report focuses on data reported during the first wave of the pandemic, and this data 

may be indicative of future impacts as COVID-19 infection rates continue to rise in the 

second wave.  

The report details national and local data and offers recommendations for local 

community organizations, institutions and all orders of government on how to mitigate 

and address the secondary impacts over the longer term. 

Increasing awareness of the pandemic’s effects across a range of issues helps identify 

and make sense of the community’s most urgent needs and how best to serve Guelph 

residents as we continue to work together to respond and recover from COVID-19.  

Resources 

• Vital Focus Series site and previous reports 

• Vital Focus on Employment 

Contacts 
Vital Focus Series   Employment 

Sarah Haanstra    John Regan 

Manager      GM, Economic Development and Tourism 

Toward Common Ground   City of Guelph 

sarahhaanstra@gmail.com   John.Regan@guelph.ca  

http://www.towardcommonground.ca/en/index.aspx
http://www.towardcommonground.ca/en/resourcesGeneral/VitalFocus_Employment-Nov.-2020.pdf
http://www.towardcommonground.ca/en/our-resources/vitalfocus.aspx
http://www.towardcommonground.ca/en/resourcesGeneral/VitalFocus_Employment-Nov.-2020.pdf
https://cmhaww.ca/
mailto:sarahhaanstra@gmail.com
mailto:John.Regan@guelph.ca

