Canada’s Vital Signs 2008: Key Findings
•

Canada is making progress, but not enough, to eliminate child poverty.
In 2006, 1.6 million Canadian children - more than one in five (23%) lived in
poverty. In 2000, more than one in four children (26%) lived in low-income
families. Child poverty in 2006 was at virtually the same level as in 1989, the year
when Canada’s House of Commons unanimously passed a resolution to
eliminate it by the year 2000. At the current rate, it would take 43 more years or
until 2050 to eliminate child poverty.

•

Immigrants’ incomes are falling farther behind.
While the median income of non-immigrant Canadian families increased by over
5% from 2000 to 2005, the income of immigrant families fell by 1%. Among
recent immigrants (those in Canada less than five years) incomes fell more than
3%.

•

More Canadians are finishing high school, but there are some disturbing
gaps.
In 2007, just over 22% of Canadian adults did not have a high school diploma.
This has improved steadily since 1990 when almost 38% had not completed high
school. This put Canada third among G8 countries, behind Russia and the United
States. However, among Canadians aged 25-44, the share of men without a high
school education (11%) is markedly higher than that of women (8%). And in
2006, 43.7 per cent of aboriginal people did not have a high school diploma.

•

Every year, more Canadians become obese.
In 2007, 16% of Canadians were obese – a rate that has grown steadily since
1996, when the obesity rate was 12%. (Obesity defined as adult body mass
index 30 or higher)

•

It’s estimated that 21,000 Canadians will die from the effects of air pollution
this year.
Air quality is worst in central Canada (Ontario and Quebec) where communities
report the most days with concentrations of ground-level ozone and tiny
particulate matter exceeding Canada-wide standards.

•

Although Canadians are driving more, our roads are getting safer.
Traffic crime (Criminal Code offences such as impaired or dangerous driving)
rates have fallen steadily over the past 15 years and are now less than half of
what they were in 1991. In 2007, there were 400 criminal code traffic offences
per 100,000 people, down from 806 in 1991.

•

Employment grew over the past five years, especially in the West.
The 2000 to 2007 period saw an average annual employment growth of 1.92 per
cent across the country. Strong economies in Alberta and British Columbia
fuelled very strong growth while other regions experienced more modest growth.

•

In some communities, a vacant apartment can be very hard to find.
While in 2007 the national vacancy rate averages around 2.5%, it’s less than
0.5% in Sudbury, Lethbridge and Victoria.

•

Canadians are showing increasing interest in the arts.
About 41% of Canadian adults reported attending a live arts performance in
2005, up from 38% in 1998.

•

Participation rates in democracy and elections are declining. Even in
communities with the highest turnout, over a quarter of Canada’s listed
voters don’t show – in some communities it’s closer to half.
Just over 64% of listed voters cast a ballot in the last federal election (2006),
continuing a declining trend in voter turnout that began in the 1990s. Previously,
federal elections dating back to 1962 routinely saw voter turnout rates in the
range of 70% to 80%. Among Vital Signs communities in 2006, Oakville (Ontario)
led participation at 74% while Medicine Hat (Alberta) trailed at 56%.

